PRINCE GEORGE’S PHILHARMONIC

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERSHIP
JULY 31, 2007

The meeting was convened at 7:25 p.m. at Collington Episcopal Life Care Community, 10450 Lottsford Road, Mitchellville, Maryland.  President Mary Ann White presided.  Board members in attendance were Sandra Gordon, Elisa Hill, Blake Lorenz, Caryl Marsh, Peter Mignerey and William Sniffin.  Ex officio Board members in attendance were Brenton Benfield, Richard Dalton and Charles Ellis.  Members and friends of the Prince George’s Philharmonic in attendance were Tom Aldridge, Louise Huddleston and Susan Pearl.  

Mary Ann White announced that Hazel Cheilek has retired from the Board.  She will continue to teach the Symphony Kids and play in the orchestra.  Mary Ann suggested that the Board send flowers and a letter, thanking Hazel for her years of support.  
Peter Mignerey moved, seconded by Bill Sniffin, to pay for the flowers.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
Mary Ann also greeted the members and friends of the Philharmonic in attendance, including Susan Pearl, representing the Prince George’s County Historical Society, who is also a violinist in the orchestra.  
Minutes of July 19, 2007

Elisa Hill presented the minutes.  Peter Mignerey moved, seconded by Bill Sniffin, to approve the minutes with corrections.  The motion was unanimously approved.
Vice President’s Annual Report

Blake Lorenz reviewed  his duties which included: 

A.  Refreshments (producing approximately $600/year in revenue)
B.  Distribution of fliers.  Blake would like wider distribution.  He also needs better coordination with Brent re:  pictures and biographies.
C.   Availability as back-up for a variety of duties, including moving equipment.
Blake also reviews the program for each concert.  He is working on drafting the history of the Prince George’s Philharmonic.  

Blake confirmed the need for more Board members and more volunteers.  He has distributed the new subscription form.  At this meeting he also distributed the new Board list with current contact information.   

Music Director’s Annual Report

I.  Death of Milton Stevens

Chuck Ellis reported the recent death of Milton Stevens, talented trombonist and supporter of the Philharmonic, who played in our November 18, 2006 concert at the Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center.   

II.  Change of Soloist for First Concert

William Knox has withdrawn as the soloist for the first concert of the upcoming season.  He will be replaced by Sonya Hayes, graduate of Indiana University School of Music and concertmaster of the Heritage Signature Chorale.  Chuck will rehearse with her this week. 

III.  Program Advertisement Purchase

Kathie Trahan has asked Chuck to purchase an ad in the Eleanor Roosevelt High Concert Program.  The ad would be good exposure for the Philharmonic as they usually play to a full house.  They are preparing for a trip to China.  
Blake Lorenz moved, seconded by Bill Sniffin, to pay for an ad in the Eleanor Roosevelt High Concert Program, with the cost not to exceed $160.   The motion was approved unanimously.

Discussion ensued and Susan Pearl offered to pay for the $160 cost of the ad.  Brent will negotiate with Kathie.

IV.  Soloist List for 2008-2009

Brian Ganz has confirmed his appearance as a soloist during the 2008-2009 season.  Chuck will have the final soloist list ready by the end of October.   

V.  Joint Performance with the Heritage Signature Chorale

Chuck met with the music coordinator at the National Presbyterian Church.  The space will work for the joint performance.  However, a Saturday night concert is not acceptable, as there will not be enough time to prepare for Sunday morning services.  We could do a Saturday or Sunday matinee.

The cost is $4,000, to be split with Heritage.  Available dates at National Presbyterian are March 22 or March 29.  Brent has also explored CSPAC as a venue.  March 28 or April 4 dates are available.  The Board needs to decide whether it wants to do a joint concert and which venue to use.   Heritage would prefer National Presbyterian.  Blake also confirmed that when Heritage performed at CSPAC, it got advertising.
Caryl Marsh asked how much CSPAC would cost.  Chuck replied that it is between $0-$6,000, as M-NCPPC gives us a credit which reduces the cost.  Caryl also asked whether the location of National Presbyterian would be convenient for our subscribers.  Chuck replied that it was probably not convenient.
Executive Director’s Annual Report

I.  Programs

Brent needs to separate donors from Annual Campaign contributors in the text of the programs.  He hopes to get more ads.  Rates for all 5 concerts are:  $1,000 (whole page), $600 (1/2 page), $350 (1/4 page), $200 (business card).  Our concert advertisements usually run in The Washington Post and Peabody Magazine.  

II.  Annual Campaign  

We raised $10,000 from the Annual Campaign fundraising effort which is $2,000 less than last year.  

III.  Brochure

Brent continues to work on the brochure.
IV.  Board History

Brent is trying to determine whether Robert Antonelli, Sr. was a Board member in the 1970’s.   It was suggested that he contact some of the old Board members (e.g. Emerson Head) to confirm.  

V.  Volunteer Meeting

A meeting of volunteers will be held within the next 6 weeks.  

VI.  Orchestra Auditions

Auditions for the orchestra will be held on September 12, 2007.  

VII.   Additional Office/Rehearsal Space for the Philharmonic

Chuck reported that there is still a possibility of our getting rehearsal, office and teaching space at the old armory on Route 1 in Hyattsville (the “Castle”).   The Landover Gateway Sector Plan also provides for a performance venue but may not include office space and the timing is in the distant future.  Louise Huddleston asked about the availability of the venue in Bowie.  Chuck reported that we have reserved it for December 2008.  Susan Pearl asked about the timing of securing the space in Hyattsville.  Chuck replied that he did not know the timetable.  Susan offered to contact the people she knows (Jim Lyons and Stewart Eisenberg).  
Treasurer’s Report

Rick reviewed his report for July which is attached to these minutes.  There was nothing unusual.

Annual Financial Report

Peter reviewed the financial summaries for FY 06-07 and FY 07-08.  

Susan Pearl asked whether we apply each year for the $18,000 grant from the County Executive’s Office.  Peter replied in the negative.   Mary Ann explained that the grant is from the discretionary fund of the County Executive and that we also apply to members of the Council for funding.  Susan replied that she has talked with Councilmember Turner about funding.  Peter indicated that we are trying to diversify our sources of funding.  Mary Ann reported that she had asked Bill Sniffin to explore fundraising ideas for the September meeting.  
Peter asked whether LaShawn Knowles was going to be able to do fundraising, as had been planned.  Mary Ann replied that LaShawn was not going to be able to do it.   LaShawn is responsible for getting our corporate organization in order so that we can move forward with fundraising and we can thank her for that.  Mary Ann hoped that she might be able to join us for future meetings.   Sandy Gordon noted that we need her list of corporations to contact for future fundraising.  

Sandy Gordon reported that the By-laws have been completed.  There has been no response from the County Executive’s Office to the new grant application.

Education Outreach Annual Report

As Cheryl Branham could not attend, Brent gave her report which is attached to these minutes.  The number of Symphony Kids has increased to 25.  Cheryl also writes the “Upbeat” newsletter for the Kids.  She is also coordinating the “side-by-side” performance at the October concert.
Announcement

Sandy Gordon is the author of a new book, Legislators’ Drafters Desk Reference.
Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was unanimously approved at 9:07 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Elisa L. Hill, Secretary

